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G o   b e y o n d   t h e   i n k 

 

Course Description:  There is one choir class offered at the high school level (Concert Choir), 
which anyone can join, and one extracurricular choir (Momentum), which is auditioned and 
therefore covers more advanced material.  Note that Momentum is an extracurricular activity. 
It does, however, also follow WSMA’s choral standards.  Although the choirs are at different 
levels, both have the same main goals: (1) to foster a love for music & self expression through 
the art form; (2) to allow students to perform and learn in a team oriented environment while 
simultaneously strengthening their vocal technique, musicianship, and personal skills; (3) to 
develop into a “sensitive” ensemble, a team that embraces the fluidity and expression of 
performance; and (4) to give students the tools needed to continue the love & self expression 
long after they leave choir.  Details specific to Momentum are outlined below. 
 
Momentum is the elite vocal group at OHS.  It is therefore expected that students have a solid 
foundation of music theory and proper singing techniques upon entry.  The style of this group 
can change from year to year, as students have a say in the songs and styles that they perform. 
Vocal jazz, show choir, pop music, classical music - Momentum is a group that is fluid and 
showcases the voices and personalities of those involved.  In addition to performing at all 
concerts with the Concert Choir, Momentum has unique performance opportunities, which 
change from year to year depending on the opportunities available.  In the past, the group has 
had the opportunity to perform at the Blue Opus in Green Bay, travel to an a cappella festival 
in Port Washington, and sing Valentine’s Grams in the community.  Momentum also performs 
at Solo and Ensemble in spring, with the possibility of performing at the state level 
competition. 
 
Auditions take place in May for the upcoming school year.  Rehearsals are held before school, 
on Mondays and Fridays at 7am sharp. When necessary, additional rehearsals are also 
scheduled during lunch.  The music that Momentum performs is difficult, with challenging 
rhythms and harmonies; it is therefore expected that all students in Momentum also sign up for 
individual choir lessons, even if they are not enrolled in Concert Choir. 

 
 

Learning Targets 
 
Domain:  Create 

 



 
 

 

Priority Standard: The student will generate, develop, and refine artistic work 
● The student will improvise rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic variations in a variety 

of genres while following a harmonic progression in a specified style of music. 
 
Domain: - Performance 
Priority Standard: Students will analyze, develop, and convey meaning through the 
presentation of artistic work 

● The student will rehearse and demonstrate the ability to sing and/or play 
expressively, on pitch, in rhythm, and with proper technique and maintaining a 
steady beat. 

● The student will perform using expressive qualities and techniques with the 
composer’s intent. 

● The student will discuss own ideas and feedback of others to develop and 
implement strategies to address technical challenges 

● The student will illustrate how the setting and music elements contribute to the 
context and expressive qualities of the music. 

● The student will demonstrate well-developed ensemble skills while working 
collaboratively with other performers and the conductor in a rehearsal and 
performance. 

 
Domain:  Response 
Priority Standard: The student will critically interpret intent and meaning in order to evaluate 
artistic work. 

● The student will analyze, critique, and evaluate musical performances, recordings, 
and compositions using appropriate music terminology, theory, and technology. 

● The student will demonstrate proper concert/audience etiquette for a variety of 
musical settings. 

 
Domain:  Connection 
Priority Standard:  Students will relate prior knowledge and personal experience with music to 
cultural and historical context. 

● The student will identify how the influence of two or more cultural traditions 
impact the genre and style of a piece of music. 

● Students will respond to teacher guided discussion questions in order to identify 
various rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic ideas.  

 
 
 

Learning targets will be monitored throughout the semester via observation, singing 
evaluations, participation, and written work. Any questions regarding these learning targets 

 



 
 

 

may be directed towards the choir teacher, Laura Cortright. 

 

 


